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AIDS PROJECT LOS ANGELES BENEFIT PERFORMANCE SET FOR FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2008 
At 8pm, Special Appearance by Comedian !ANT", at 10pm Special Appearance by Comedian Kristen Key 

 
CELL PHONE FUNERAL FROM PLAYWRIGHT JOHN TRAPPER.  

A farcical comedy about love, loyalty and acceptance at a gay man"s funeral 
 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BE DONATED DIRECTLY TO APLA 
 
 
April 11, 2008 (LOS ANGELES) Wide Stance Productions is proud to announce their Aids Project Los Angeles (APLA) 
Benefit Performance of Cell Phone Funeral is confirmed for Friday, May 9, 2008 at the Actor’s Playpen Theatre in West 
Hollywood, CA. All proceeds from the evening’s ticket sales will be donated directly to APLA to further their mandate of 
leadership in AIDS prevention, advocacy and service.  This one-evening fundraiser falls within the second half of the play’s 
six-week theatrical run and includes celebrity guest performances, a catered reception and gift bags for all audience 
members. 
 
For the first show, at 8pm, a special celebrity appearance from comedian ANT is confirmed. ANT will be written into the Cell 
Phone Funeral script as himself, a friend of the deceased. 
 
Hyper, irreverent, and downright fabulous, ANT (spelled in caps) has steadily climbed the comedy hill to become one of the 
most successful contemporary comedians. A regular guest on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, and The Tyra Banks show, 
ANT is the only comedian to appear on all five seasons of NBC's hit series Last Comic Standing. Currently he can be seen 
as the host of VH1's juggernaut smash Celebrity Fit Club, and in the LOGO series, "U.S. of ANT." ANT's daily video blog, 
"The ANT Colony," has taken the web by storm. Consistently rated as one of the top 10 celebrity blogs on MySpace and at 
mirror site www.nbc.com/ant, The ANT Colony garners over a million visitors per month. www.antcomic.com/blog 
 
For the second show, at 10pm, audience members will be treated to a special celebrity appearance from comedian Kristen 
Key. Kristen will be written into the show as herself, a friend of the deceased. 
 
Kristen’s fearless style of comedy has earned her the distinction of being one of the youngest headliners working the comedy 
circuit today. Her rapid-fire delivery and edgy content served to secure a coveted spot on NBC’s Last Comic Standing, and 
now Kristen is a comic favorite on Sirius/XM Radio, National Lampoon Comedy and The Comedy Channel. Hers years as a 
road comic have paid off, her fan base has exploded and her two full length comedy CD’s continue to enjoy brisk sales. 
http://www.kristinkey.moonfruit.com/ 
 
A Thai-Japanese catered reception – generously provided by the Yen Yen Café -- will be served in the theatre lobby during 
the interlude between performances. A newcomer to the West Sunset Boulevard dining scene, the Yen Yen Café is touted 
as the new perspective in the flavors of Thai and Japanese cuisine for the 21st century.  The Café is proud to offer patrons a 
succulent and expertly prepared menu – from noodles and curries, to sushi and sashimi. www.YenYenCafe.com 
 
All the evening’s guests will take home a discreetly prepared gift bag courtesy of Doc Johnson – the leader in adult toys for 
mature audiences. For thirty years, Doc Johnson has defined the art – and play – of erotica.  Their signature sex toys and 
novelties make the entire experience seem real. www.DocJohnson.com 
 
Tickets for the APLA Benefit Performance are $50.00 and can be purchased in advance through the theatre box office or 
online at www.Plays411.com 
 
For more information on Aids Project LA please visit the official website  http://www.apla.org/ 
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Los Angeles based playwright John Trapper, who was recently diagnosed with a serious illness and had contemplated his 
own funeral, writes the play. His new work Cell Phone Funeral explores the question of love, loyalty and acceptance through 
a farcical, and ultimately bittersweet, portrayal of who would attend a gay man's wake when his socially repressed, long-
distance family is charged with planning the funeral. 
 
Cell Phone Funeral is scheduled for a six-week run (April 11 through May 17, 2008) with two performances on Friday and 
Saturday evenings at 8:00pm and 10:00pm. Tickets are $22.00 and can be purchased in advance through the theatre box 
office. The Actor’s Playpen Theatre is located at 1514 N. Gardner St, Los Angeles, CA 90046. For tickets, reservations, and 
more information, please call (323) 874-1733, or visit www.Plays411.com 
 
Trapper, along with creative collaborators Melonie Mack, Julie Nunis, and Andrew Tavoni, have recently launched Wide 
Stance Productions, a West Coast version of Trapper’s original Boston-based company. The three new production partners 
bring a variety of experience to the company -- providing balance, symmetry and diverse perspectives to the production 
team. All four have a passion for live theater.  All four enjoy the experience of bringing issues concerning the clash of straight 
and gay worlds to light in an entertaining manner.  
 

Trapper currently resides in Long Beach and is the Adviser for Student Media at 
California State University, Long Beach. 

 
About Cell Phone Funeral 
 
Peter Callahan was minding his own business looking for sex at the local gay cruise spot when Zackery Simon (who was 
doing the same thing) inadvertently ran over him with his SUV – twice!  Zackery flees the scene leaving the difficult-to-
identify corpse to be discovered.  When Peter’s family, 3000 miles away is notified, his drunken, bitter mother reunites with 
her estranged, conservative sister to make the trip to put their loved one to rest.  The two widowed women reminisce about 
their upbringing and begin to see each other anew.  
 
As the two women make plans to memorialize Peter, the local Funeral Director (Salvatore), who is trying to find his own 
niche in the Hollywood Industry, excitedly assist the two in producing the grand story of Peter’s life. Salvatore, who cannot 
admit that people die, brings Peter back to life through what he believes to be high tech animatronics as the sisters prepare 
for a bizarre cast of characters parading through the  “six feet under spa”.  
 
Meanwhile, Zackery and his best friend Barry have a great deal of remorse … that they did not ascertain whether or not 
Peter was cute, so they do what any hit and run perpetrators would do, they go to the funeral home. Reluctantly the two 
shallow queens are forced to interact with the sisters and bring them up to speed on what Peter’s world was probably like.  
These opinions are affirmed by a parade of friends that any mother would be mortified to meet including: a Jehovah’s 
Witness Drag queen; a Priest with Benefits; a Despondent Bathhouse Manager; endless non-English speaking Latinos and 
three hair dressers who each insist Peter would have said he was their client.  
 
In the end, it is never revealed who caused Peter’s demise, but Zackery does achieve moral clarity with the help of the Angel 
Troll (who is too fat to sit on Zack’s shoulder), and gives the sisters reason to believe that their beloved Peter lived a 
meaningful life.  The day is a complete success for the two queens when they make it to Two-for-Tuesday with fifteen 
minutes to spare.  

#  #  # 
 

Interviews and Script Synopses available upon request 
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