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I n d u st r y  l ead er  TA I T TOW ERS  An n o u n ces Co m p l et i on  o f  Lat est  Pr o j ect  -  
Staging for Cher at  Th e Co l o sseu m  at  Caesar s Pal ace   

 
LI TI TZ, PA ( M ay  0 7 , 2 0 0 8 )  Tait Towers -- the industry leader in building staging and 
scenery for today’s pop and rock icons -- is pleased to announce the completion of its latest 
stage project Cher at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace Las Vegas. 
 
Tait Towers is responsible for the stage renovation and transformation of the 4300 seat 
Colosseum at the conclusion of the five year run of Celine Dion A New Day...  The new 
stage, which made its debut on February 20th with Bet t e Mid l e r  The Showgirl Must Go 
On, is  now poised to host legendary hit maker Cher in concert.   

Acclaimed Production Designer Jeremy Railton is the designer of record for the current 
incarnation of the Cher stage for her Caesars Palace residency. Since the early 1970’s, Mr. 
Railton has been considered one of Hollywood’s top stage designers. Over the course of his 
diverse professional career, Mr. Railton has received four Emmy awards for his most notable 
designs: The 57th Academy Awards, Pee Wee's Playhouse, and the Opening & Closing 
Ceremonies for the 2002 Winter Olympic Games in Salt Lake City. 

Mr. Railton worked closely with the engineers at Tait Towers throughout the stage 
fabrication process -- all involved worked in tandem to make Mr. Railton’s provocative 
design into a reality. 

Desig n er ,  Je r em y  Rai l t on  weighs in, “This is the third Cher set that Tait Towers has built 
from one of my designs. I have probably had ten sets built by them over the last 12 years 
and this is the best!  The luxury for designers whose work is interpreted by Tait Towers is 
that the designers don’t have to worry that the set will go up and down easily or that the 
set will last under brutal road conditions.  

For me, this luxury gives the opportunity to dream up a set that is right for the artist, a 
reflection of their branding image and services the performance.  This set for Cher is the 
product of the inquisitive and inventive mind and legacy of Michael Tait and the total 
experience of the company and their brilliant designers and engineers that continue to 
innovate new ways for sets to pack, roll, unfold, lift, rotate and levitate.”   

Tai t  Pr es id en t , Jam es ( W i n k y )  Fa i r o r t h  say s: We have a unique opportunity with The 
Colosseum to create incredibly versatile, permanent, staging-- with each artist having their 
own individuality expressed through their stage. Our thinking is that as you create a product 
that looks like furniture, or looks like jewelry, the client starts to see it as structural art and 
that’s a very satisfying experience.” 
 
A world famous superstar for more than 40 years, Cher takes the stage at The Colosseum at 
Caesars Palace with a production spectacular that will leave audiences in awe. For 90 



minutes, the legendary icon will perform her hits from across the decades merged with the 
innovative staging and technology, state-of-the-art lighting and special effects designed and 
fabricated by Tait Towers. Aptly titled Cher at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace, the ultra-
glitzy show is as glamorous as the artist herself, and is set to open May 6, 2008. 
 
“I started in Vegas at Caesars, so I’ve come full circle,” Cher said. “I’m back and I plan to 
give my fans the best experience yet. I think everybody knows I only do things in a big 
way.” 
 
The stage enhancements for Cher, provided by Tait Towers, are described as follows: 
 

 
• -Two 60 foot tall aluminum towers, assembled from six one-story, stackable sections 

for ease of use, equipped with 22 individual lighting brackets and supported by 5000 
pounds of custom steel truss that ties into the overall building structure, all 
fabricated in the Tait shop in Lititz, PA. 

 
• There is a 65 foot wide steel bridge, weighing slightly less than 20,000 pounds, and 

designed to support 15 dancers as it travels up and down the adjoining towers.  The 
bridge comes equipped with integrated lighting brackets and 48 stealth video panels 
on the downstage edge, as well as an artist lift that provides full access for artists at 
all six levels of the tower structure.  The entire bridge, with its lift and special 
effects, is programmed and controlled exclusively by the Tait Control System. 

 
• To further enhance the visual impact of the staging, the towers and bridge are clad 

in custom pieces of scenic fascia, 84 pieces in total, and are held in place by patent 
pending custom magnetic alignment block. 

 
All Cher elements have been designed and fabricated to integrate seamlessly into the stage 
structure already in place for Bette Midler and Elton John.  This integration significantly 
decreases changeover time from show to show.  The Cher tower, bridge, artist lift and both 
sets of fascia can be assembled on-site in less than four hours. 
 
 
Ad am  Dav i s, Tai t  To w er s Vi ce- Pr esid en t , say s:  “With each new staging project, we are 
always concerned with carrying out the design that is brought to us by the gifted production 
designers. In Cher’s case, that designer is Jeremy Railton. His creativity and iconic 
reputation inspired us to bring this stage to life.  Our passion comes from taking an idea and 
making it into a reality and in this instance, Cher’s residency at Caesars Palace was all the 
inspiration we needed to make a great stage. 

Bob  San d on ,  Tech n ical  Di r ect o r  f o r  Th e Co l osseu m  said, “Tait was the natural choice 
for this project.  Their long term relationships with artists combined with their technical 
expertise provided the synergy we required to make this new stage exactly what it needed 
to be.  Their smart design makes better use of the space and has added much needed 
additional seating to the venue. 
 
Cher at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace begins May 6, 2008 and is presented four nights a 
week on Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday (dark Monday, Thursday and Friday).  
For more information on the show and to view the most current schedule, visit 
cher.aeglive.com. 
 
Abo u t  Ta i t  To w er s  



Tait Towers is a world leader in innovative design and quality staging and scenery for the touring 
entertainment industry. The firm, started by lighting design pioneer Michael Tait, began in 1978, when 
Tait was working for the super-group Yes.  In the early 70’s, Michael Tait developed one of the first 
self-erecting ground support lighting towers, his signature creation became known as Tait Towers. 
In February of 2006, Tait Towers announced it’s newly formed executive team with James J.   Winky 
Fairorth and Adam D. Davis as equal partners with company founder Michael Tait. Fairorth, having 
joined Tait Towers in 1984, serves as the company’s President. “Tait’s competitive advantage stems 
from the philosophy You are only as good as your last show.  Our craftsmanship is at the top of our 
industry, we are known for having superior product  in both design and construction - with a lifespan 
greater than the client.” 
Now Vice-President, Davis started working at the company in 1997.  “It's an honor for me to be a part 
of such a creative and credible organization that works with cutting edge designers and clients who 
push the limits of the touring industry, he says.” 
As a world-renowned stage manufacturer, working with popular cultures  most influential artists, Tait 
offers inspired innovative design, flawless execution and common sense logistics to the biggest tours 
scaling the planet.  “We turn cocktail napkins into reality!”   claims Fairorth. It is this attitude that 
brings the stages to life that performers from The Police to the Spice Girls appear on. The company 
consistently demonstrates their ability to make hastily drawn napkin sketches a larger-than-life stage 
design reality. 
 
Tait Towers specializes in Sets, Staging, Lifts, Tracking, Motion Control for touring shows and Live 
Multi Media Events. Skilled craftsmen work every level of a project to ensure the end result is superior 
to anything comparable. The company continues to experience an active production schedule which 
includes providing staging and scenery for The Rolling Stones, U2, Paul McCartney, Bon Jovi, 
Aerosmith, The Tim McGraw and Faith Hill Tour, Martina McBride, The Red Hot Chili Peppers, Paul 
McCartney, The Spice Girls, Super Bowl Halftime Shows, MTV VMA’s and many more. 
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